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A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE CONDITION 
OF THE JEWS IN PAST AND PRESENT. 



BY ISIDORE SINGER. 



In September, 1654, a party of twenty-three Jewish fugitives 
from Brazil arrived in the " Santa Catarina " at New Amsterdam, 
and formed there the first avowedly Jewish settlement within 
the limits of the present United States. In 1880, one year before 
the Kussian Exodus, the city of New York possessed a Jewish 
population of not more than 60,000. To-day its Jewish inhabit- 
ants number about 750,000, this extraordinary increase dis- 
closing the enormous influence of the anti-Jewish policy of the 
Government of the house of Eomanoff upon the ethnical com- 
position of the metropolis of the American continent, as well 
as upon the evolution of American Judaism and the ultimate 
destinies of the Jewish people in general; for there can be no 
doubt whatever that in the very near future the Kussian Jew 
will assume the leadership of the Jewish commonwealth of the 
United States, while his German brother will have to be satis- 
fied with a second place. Since American Jewry, representing 
as it does in its cosmopolitan composition the strongest elements 
of the ancient house of Israel, is bound to elaborate gradually 
a religious system of its own, both the lifeless Synagogue of 
Western Europe and the bulwarks of old-time orthodoxy in 
Russia, Galicia, and the Orient will alike have to yield sooner 
or later to the influence of the new-fashioned trans-Atlantic 
Judaism. The Russo-Japanese war, together with the recent 
revolutionary upheavals in the Russian Empire, have undoubted- 
ly further contributed to a disintegration of the compact group 
of 5,189,401 (1897) Hebrews who are crowding the Pale of 
Settlement and the former kingdom of Poland, and sending out 
continually new types of pilgrim fathers in all directions. 
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It will, therefore, be not uninstructive to present, as supple- 
mentary to Professor Abram Isaacs's article in the last issue of 
this Eeview, a few salient facts about the past history and the 
present of the Jew in the different countries of the world. 

I. 

The post-Christian life of the Jewish people may conveniently 
be divided into four epochs. 

(1) The first of these, with Babylonia as the spiritual and 
semipolitical centre, lasted from 70 to 711 a.d. — from the 
annihilation of the national Jewish independence to the invasion 
of Europe by the Arabs. While the bulk of the Jewish popula- 
tion was grouped around the Babylonian academies and their 
Princes of the Exile, a great many of them were scattered 
throughout Palestine, Egypt, Spain, Arabia and Southern 
France, with a few sporadic settlements in England, on the 
Ehine, Italy and the countries bordering on, as well as the 
islands in, the Mediterranean. In that happy period, the sons 
of Shem were able to follow almost every vocation, and their 
relations with their Gentile fellow citizens were on the whole 
cordial. The anti-Jewish legislation of this epoch bears in many 
respects a merely theoretical character. The principal literary 
achievements of the synagogue were the bulky volumes of the 
two Talmuds, the Palestinian and the Babylonian, which may 
be regarded as analogous to the patristic literature of the Church. 
While the latter, however, has become exclusively an object of 
study by a few hundreds of theologians and historians, the Tal- 
mud is still venerated by more than half of the Jewish popula- 
tion, scrupulously observing its religious and legal prescriptions. 

(2) This happy epoch of 641 years was followed by one of al- 
most equal duration and more than equal brilliancy, ending with 
the fateful triennium, 1348-1351, when the Asiatic pestilence, 
known as the Black Death, brought by sailors to Genoa from 
southeastern Eussia, carried off nearly half the population of 
Europe. Although the Jews suffered as much as their Chris- 
tian brothers, the absurd accusation was made, and found ready 
credence among the ignorant and superstitious masses, that the 
Jews had poisoned the public wells ! Up to 1348, the Jews con- 
tinued to enjoy liberty and prosperity; and the intellectual acme 
of the Jewish Diaspora was reached in Arabic Spain, whose great- 
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est scholars and statesmen were recruited among the Hebrews. 
Flourishing Jewish communities were to be found in North 
Africa, Italy, France, Germany as far as the Elbe River, Eng- 
land, Poland and on the Black Sea, where the independent 
Jewish kingdom of the Chazars presented the semblance of a re- 
vival of the Jewish nationality. 

(3) The 441 years from 1348 to the French Eevolution 
(1789) may fitly be designated the Dark Ages of Jewish his- 
tory. The Jews were considered and treated as foreigners, and 
even as enemies alike of the State and Church. Banished from 
country to country, from city to city, they were obliged to herd 
together in restricted quarters, and to wear a special dress as 
a sign of infamy. Their commercial and social ruin was, quite 
naturally, accompanied by a spiritual lethargy, which was only 
broken when, almost simultaneously with the walls of the Bastile, 
those of the Ghetti fell. 

(4) The fourth period, that of the Jewish Renaissance, in- 
augurated by Moses Mendelssohn (1729-1786) and his disciples, 
brought, at least to the Jews of Central and Western Europe, 
the blessings of political emancipation and economic freedom. 
That they profited by both, being enabled to share, in almost 
every nook and corner of the inhabited globe, in the rights and 
duties of an enlightened citizenhood, will appear from the fol- 
lowing resumed 

II. 

The total number of Jews at the present day, according to 
the most reliable sources, is 11,118,224. Their number in Rus- 
sia has been given above. The five other European countries 
possessing over 100,000 Jews each are: Austria-Hungary (1900: 
2,076,277), Germany (1901: 586,948), Rumania (1899: 269,- 
015), Great Britain (250,000), and Holland (1899: 103,988). 
There are six countries of Europe with a Jewish population ex- 
ceeding 10,000: namely, France (86,885), European Turkey 
including Constantinople (188,896), Italy (1901: 34,653), 
Bulgaria and East Rumelia (1900: 33,717), Switzerland (1900: 
12,551) and Belgium (12,000). The remaining European coun- 
tries have a total Jewish population of 39,793, Greece (8,350), 
and Cyprus with Malta (130), occupying the two extremes in 
this group. 

The Jewish population of the United States amounts at pres- 
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ent in round figures to 1,500,000, while Canada and British 
Columbia are rated at 30,000, the Argentine Eepublic at 30,000, 
Cuba at 4,000, Brazil at 3,000, Mexico at 1,000, Venezuela at 
411 and Costa Rica at 43 — the number for the entire American 
continent being 1,574,022. 

Asia is inhabited by about 380,000 Jews, 89,612 of whom are 
still residing in the ancient home of their race, Palestine and 
Syria, while Persia, the land of the first historic anti-Semite, 
Haman, numbers 35,000; and Arabia, whose first Jewish set- 
tlements date back to the time of the destruction of the Second 
Temple, possesses 45,000. Probably few readers are aware that 
Siberia and India harbor 34,447 and 21,000 Jews, respectively, 
and that even China and Japan have 2,000 within their borders. 

Africa has only 17,322 Jews less than Asia; Morocco heading 
the list with 150,000; Algiers coming next with (1900) about 
50,000, while old Mizrayim (Egypt), with 21,800 descendants of 
its Hebrew slaves of 3,000 years ago, has been outnumbered to 
the extent of 8,000 by South Africa. 

If, for the sake of completeness, the relatively insignificant 
Australasian item of 17,000 be included, we have before us all 
the present-day numerical statistics of that race whose first census 
was undertaken by divine command in the second year after they 
(the children of Israel) were come out of the land of Egypt: 
"And the Lord spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai: 
Take ye the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel 
after their families, by the house of their fathers, with the number 
of their names, every male by their polls" (Numbers I, 1-2). 

III. 

To present, even in the most rudimentary form, a systematic 
outline of the life-story of the entire household of Jacob would 
far exceed the limits of this article; it is therefore proposed to 
take merely a bird's-eye view of the less-known Jewries of the 
world, submitting only data based on reliable sources. 

The cradle of American Judaism was Brazil. As early as 
1548 — i. e., seventeen years after the first permanent Portuguese 
settlement in that country — a group of Jews, banished by the 
Inquisition of Portugal, landed there, almost immediately after 
their arrival introducing the sugar-cane, thus confirming anew 
the two historical facte that the American continent has been 
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almost from its very discovery the refuge of victims of religious 
persecution, and that the Jewish settler always seeks to be useful 
to his adopted fatherland. Pernambuco having been captured 
by the Dutch in 1631, most of the Jews and Neo-Christians 
from Bahia and other Brazilian towns removed to that city, 
full religious liberty being offered there to all colonists. There 
remained, nevertheless, important Jewish settlements in Tama- 
rico, Hamaraca, Eio de Janeiro and Parahiba. When Pernam- 
buco was recaptured in 1654 by the Portuguese, it harbored a 
Jewish population of more than 5,000. Many of these removed 
to Surinam, where their descendants, together with new arrivals, 
still live to the number of 1,121, a group of 23 having sailed for 
New Amsterdam, as stated above, and the remainder to the 
various West-Indian Islands. To-day, the Jews of Brazil number 
about 3,000, but they have no congregation of importance; and, 
unless they are redeemed within the next decades by sincerely 
pious immigrants, it is more than probable that they will dis- 
appear among the Christian population, adding a new item to the 
list of 204,000 who left the ranks of Judaism during the nine- 
teenth century. 

The relations of the Jewish race with the " Queen of the 
Antilles " date from the very discovery of the island by Columbus 
in 1492; for not only did Luis de Santangel, Gabriel Sanchez 
and Juan Cabrero, all three of them of Jewish descent, urge 
upon Queen Isabella the importance of the plans of Columbus, 
and assist in securing funds for his first and second voyages, 
but at least five persons of Jewish blood accompanied the great 
discoverer upon his first voyage. Moreover, it was a Jew, Luis 
de Torres, who served as interpreter to the expedition, and who 
was the first European to tread the soil of America on the mem- 
orable October morning which opened a new chapter in the 
history of the world. The Spanish Inquisition, which flourished 
in Cuba up to the beginning of the nineteenth century, prevented 
the establishment of a Jewish settlement on the island. Prior 
to the Spanish-American War, there lived a number of Jewish 
merchants, most of them trading in tobacco, in Havana and a 
few other towns on the coast. Since then, the number of Jewish 
residents has increased and they now number about 1,000. 

Jamaica, being a British island (since 1655) and under the 
lenient rule of a liberal government, naturally possessed at an 
vol. clxxxi. — 589. 
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early date a flourishing Jewish colony. The latter was con- 
sidered by Oliver Cromwell as one of the most important factors 
in the establishment of his ambitious British colonial policy. 
After the Dutch capitulation of Pernambuco, in 1654, a number 
of Jews took refuge in Jamaica; and twenty-one years later, 
when the English, in their turn, had to abandon Surinam, some 
of the Jews of that colony emigrated to the same island. As 
early as 1831, Jamaica led the way for Great Britain and all 
its colonies in the abolition of the last traces of Jewish disabili- 
ties. The long list of Jews appointed since that date to civil 
and military offices in Jamaica served Sir Francis Goldsmid in 
1838 as a strong argument in favor of Jewish emancipation in 
the Mother Country. In 1849, Dr. C. M. Morales, a Jew, was 
elected Speaker of the colonial assembly of Jamaica. The 
Spanish-Portuguese synagogue of Kingston, dating from 1750, 
was destroyed by fire in 1882, but rebuilt two years later. The 
English-German house of prayer, built in 1789, was replaced in 
1837 by a new structure. In December, 1900, the two principal 
congregations of Kingston, in view of the decrease of the Jewish 
population, arranged to worship under one roof. 

Crossing the Atlantic en route for the old Orient, where from 
time immemorial lived Shem in his own tents and in those 
of his brethren Ham and Japhet, let us linger awhile on the 
famous rock of Gibraltar, over whose summits in 711 the Saracen 
Tarik ben Zeyad introduced Arabian culture into Eoman Spain, 
preparing for Israel a new home, the third centre of genuine 
Jewish culture, the first two having been Palestine itself and 
Babylonia. Jews appear to have settled in Gibraltar shortly 
after its occupation by the British in 1704; but, centuries before, 
it had already been a city of refuge for the Maranos or secret 
Jews of the Peninsula, and as early as 1473 a proposal was made 
to hand it over to them. The Jews of Gibraltar soon became 
the commercial intermediaries between their home and England 
on the one side, and Morocco on the other. In the early part 
of the nineteenth century, they often ransomed Jewish prisoners 
from the Dey of Algiers. The Jewish population, which was 
1,533 in 1878, is now estimated at 9,400. The community has 
several synagogues and three schools. 

An hour's ride by steamer from Gibraltar is the coast of Moroc- 
co, the old Eoman province Mauritania Tingitana. According 
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to old traditions still credited by the Berber Jews of the Atlas 
and Eif Mountains, and which have been supported by Hebrew 
inscriptions lately found in the province of Fez, this territory 
was settled by Jewish colonists during the reign of King 
Solomon. At the e,nd of the seventh century, a.d., the Arabic 
conquerors in northwestern Africa were vehemently opposed by 
many powerful Berber tribes professing Judaism. Like Deborah 
of old, the Berber Jewess, Dahiyah Kahina, aroused her people 
to a last though fruitless resistance to the Arab general, Hasan 
ibn Numan; and she herself (703) died the death of a heroine. 
Her descendants and those of her contemporaries, in spite of the 
liberal Imperial decrees of 1864 and 1880, are forced to live in 
special quarters, called " Mellahs," and they enjoy neither social 
nor civil equality. Only those who are placed under the pro- 
tection of European Governments are granted the most elementary 
rights as men and citizens. 

Traversing the Sahara and the Sudan, we reach that beautiful 
and mysterious Switzerland of the African continent, Abyssinia, 
among whose Jews, known as " Falashas," a tradition similar 
to that of their Moroccan coreligionists is preserved. According 
to this, their ancestors left Jerusalem in the retinue of Menelek, 
son of King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. But the French 
Orientalist, Joseph Halevy, who visited the Falashas in 1868, 
thinks that the elements among them of Hebrew origin are the 
descendants of the Himyarites captured in Ethiopia by King 
Kaleb, conqueror of the Jewish king of Yemen. The Jews of 
Abyssinia are generally darker and more corpulent than the 
Amharas, from whom they are further distinguished by shorter 
and often curly hair and smaller eyes. Externally, they live 
the same life and speak the same languages as the other sub- 
jects of the Ethiopian ruler. The Roman toga is their gala- 
dress; during work they wear short trousers or a waist-cloth 
descending to the knees. For out-of-door wear, the women put 
on a simple long linen garment edged with different colors. 
Laymen have no head-dress, shaving usually their head, while 
their Kohanim (rabbis and ritual slaughterers) wear' turbans 
like the Christian priests. The woman is the equal of the man. 
The children are instructed in reading the Bible (especially the 
Psalter), in sacred history, and in the recital of prayers. Their 
religion is pure Mosaism based upon the Ethiopian version of 
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the Pentateuch, whose original language is as absolutely unknown 
to them as the Talmud and the later Eabbinic literature, al- 
though there are a few points in contact between Falasha on 
the one hand and Eabbinic, Karaite and Samaritan observances 
on the other. They keep the Sabbath (called by them " Sanbat 
Kadmai") religiously, neither lighting a fire nor crossing a 
river on that day. They believe Sanbat to be an angel who will 
guide them back to Jerusalem on the arrival of the Messiah. 

Through the Bab-el-Mandeb we now pass on to Bokhara, the 
capital of the Khanate of the same name. Here again tradition 
takes us back to Biblical times, the Jewish inhabitants claiming 
to be the descendants of the Ten Tribes, and identifying the 
Biblical "Habor" (II Kings xvii, 6) with the name Bokhara. 
No authentic account of Bokhara Jews has been preserved 
previous to Yusuf Yehudi, the poet (died 1755), whose 
Persian poem on the Seven Martyrs, based upon the second book 
of Maccabees, is still popular among them. The first European 
to visit this distant branch of the tribe of Judah was the Jewish 
convert and missionary Joseph Wolff, according to whom the 
Jews of Bokhara numbered, about sixty years ago, 10,000 souls, 
mostly dyers and silk merchants. They wore fur caps of a 
prescribed shape, and girded themselves with a rope in order 
to be distinguished from the Mohammedan Tatars. Strange 
to say, the Bussian occupation of Bokhara in the sixties brought 
comparative freedom to its Jews, who until 1863, when the 
country was opened up to Europeans, had been treated by their 
Emirs like pariahs. Lord Curzon, the late Viceroy of India, who 
visited Bokhara in 1888, pays, in his " Bussia in Central Asia," 
a graceful tribute to the physical beauty of the Jews of this 
country. In 1893, the Jews of Bokhara founded at Jerusalem 
a settlement now possessing nearly 200 houses, two synagogues, 
and two schools, which has developed into a kind of intellectual 
centre for the Jewish population at home, numbering at present 
about 20,000. 

Let us now cross the Pamir Plateau and penetrate one of the 
oldest seats of human culture, the immense and mysterious com- 
plex of countries, races and sects, called India, whose Imperial 
crown was laid twenty-eight years ago at the feet of Queen 
Victoria by her Jewish Prime Minister, Benjamin Disraeli. 
Neither Lord Minto nor any of bis successors in the Viceregal 
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palace at Calcutta, at least in the course of the twentieth cen- 
tury, will have to issue an anti-Alien Law as far as Jewish im- 
migration is concerned; for, according to the census of 1901, 
not more than 21,000 Hebrews were to be found among a popu- 
lation of 280,000,000. Without pretending that the genealogy 
of the first ancestors of this small Jewish colony can be authen- 
tically traced back to the sailors of the navies of Kings Hiram 
and Solomon, who "brought gold and silver, ivory, and apes 
and peacocks " (I Kings x, 22) to Palestine, we may point out 
the relative antiquity of some of the settlements of the Beni 
Israel on Indian soil. The Jews of India are divided into two 
groups, the White and Black; the former including the so-called 
"Jerusalem Jews" of Cochin, who claim that their ancestors 
arrived on the coast of Malabar soon after the destruction of 
the Temple, while the Black are converts of the Hindu tribes, 
or the offspring of marriages between Jews and natives. The 
famous Jewish traveller, Benjamin of Tudela, whose journey 
was undertaken between 1160 and 1174, describes the Black Jews, 
of whom he found about 1,000 families, as "honest people, 
strictly following the law of Moses and studying zealously the 
Talmud." In 1523, the Mohammedans drove the Jews, after 
killing many and destroying their synagogues, from Cranga- 
more, whose site is even to this day avoided by the Beni Israel. 
David Sassoon became in the middle of the nineteenth century 
the Mayer Amshel Bothschild of India; and nearly all of the 
Jews of Bombay were then dependent upon his family for their 
livelihood. This interesting Asiatic group of Hebrews, speaking 
Mahratti, Malayalam, Arabic and Persian, has been recently 
augmented by immigrants from Austria, Germany and Rumania, 
who have introduced the German rite into their synagogues. 

Strange as the history of the Jewish settlements in Abyssinia, 
Bokhara and India may appear, that of the Jewish colony in 
China is still more romantic. "Until quite recently hardly one 
in 10,000 educated Jews had the slightest notion of its very 
existence. The Jews of the Celestial Empire, called by the 
Chinese " Tiao Eiu Kiao" ("the sect which extracts the 
sinews," after Gen. xxxii, 32), trace their first immigration 
back to the Han dynasty, or, more exactly, to the reign of Hang 
Ming-ti (58-76 a.d.). Only a few isolated facts are known con- 
cerning their history during the Middle Ages. In 884, they, to- 
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gether with Mohammedans, Christians and Persians, were im- 
plicated in the revolt of Baichu; it is further probable that, be- 
tween 960 and 1126, a new Jewish colony came to China by sea 
from India. Marco Polo refers to the powerful political and 
commercial influence of the Jews in China in 1286. In 1354, on 
account of several insurrections, Jews were invited to the cap- 
ital to join the army. Throughout the Middle Ages, the Euro- 
pean Jews had no knowledge of the existence of Jews in China. 
It was through Catholic missionaries, in the seventeenth cen- 
tury, that the existence of a Jewish community of from 5,000 to 
6,000 members in Kai-Fung-Fu and other cities of China was 
made known. The inscriptions in Chinese found on the marble 
tablets of the ancient synagogue of Kai-Fung-Pu, and dated 1489, 
1512 and 1663, respectively, throw unexpected light upon this 
hitherto entirely unknown chapter of Jewish history. The epi- 
sode, at the beginning of the seventeenth century, of the Jesuit 
priest, Father Matteo Kieci, and the young Chinese Jew who, see- 
ing at the mission the portrait of the Virgin with the infant 
Jesus, believed it to be Bebekah with Esau or Jacob, is certainly 
one of the most interesting in the religious history of mankind. 
In 1760, Isaac Nieto, rabbi of London, addressed a Hebrew let- 
ter to the Jews of China, asking for information concerning their 
origin and present condition. Their answer, written in Chinese 
and Hebrew, has unfortunately not been preserved. A letter 
which James Finn, British consul at Jerusalem, received in 1870 
disclosed the utter destitution and religious decay of the few 
Chinese remnants of the house of Israel. Former attempts (1852, 
1864) on the part of the Jews of England and of the United 
States to offer a helping hand to their far-off coreligionists failed, 
owing to the T"ai P'ing Eebellion, the Civil War and other causes. 
In 1900, the community of Kai-Pung-Fu numbered 140 souls, 
without a leader, a synagogue or a regular school system. It is 
to be hoped that the Society for the Eescue of the Chinese Jews 
will succeed in bringing order out of the Judeo-Chinese chaos. 

In 1894, Messrs. B. H. Goldenberg and S. D. Lessner built a 
synagogue and established a Jewish cemetery in Nagasaki, prob- 
ably the first institutions of the kind in Japan. Mr. Goldenberg 
married a Japanese widow, who, together with her two sons and 
one daughter, embraced Judaism. Nagasaki numbers about 100 
Jews in a total population of 107,422. 
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The Hawaiian islands possess 100 Jews among 154,000 natives, 
Japanese and other ethnic elements. The first Jew who visited 
Honolulu was A. S. Grinbaum, who went there in 1856 and, a 
few years later, founded the firm bearing his name. In 1901, 
the first Jewish congregation was founded and a cemetery was 
consecrated in the following year. A scroll of the Law, said to 
be of ancient origin and which was owned by King Kalakaua, is 
used in the services on holidays. 

IV. 

Returning to the American continent, a word or two may be 
said of the State of California, whose Jewish settlement asserted 
itself for the first time as such on the Day of Atonement in the 
year 1849, when divine services were held on the present site of 
San Francisco in a tent owned by Louis Franklin, and were at- 
tended by less than ten persons. In spite of the distance between 
the Golden Gate in the Far West and Ellis Island, the great 
Eastern Gate of Hope of the New World, this little gathering 
grew within half a century (1901) to 17,500. At the beginning of 
the fifties, the founders of the great banking firms of Lazard 
Freres and J. and W. Seligman went peddling their modest stocks 
of dry-goods on the very spot where, a few decades later, a treas- 
urer of the University of California, a regent of Stanford Uni- 
versity, judges and Congressmen, university professors, sculptors, 
musicians, bankers and mine-owners, could of themselves have 
made up a little Jewish community of whose importance Louis 
Franklin certainly never dreamed. 

In view of the rapid development of this and of a number of 
other Jewish settlements in America, many minds, generally un- 
prejudiced against foreign races and religions, may be disposed 
seriously to raise the question whether there is really a danger of 
the Rocky Mountains and the Adirondacks being transformed 
some day into so many Mount Zions of the tribe of Judah, and 
whether the time is not near when Israel will be the lord of the 
treasures not only of this continent but of all others. To set at 
rest such fears we need only glance at the real economic state of 
the Jewish people, which is as a whole the poorest conglomeration 
of human beings on the earth. 

In 1871, the percentage of Jewish poor in Budapest, Hungary, 
was 24.2, about the same as in London, where in 1883 no less than 
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11,099 out of 47,000, or 23 per cent., accepted some form of 
charity from the remainder of their coreligionists. In 1869, of the 
Jewish population of Vienna, 43 per cent, lived in two rooms or 
less. In 1900, there were 12,500 poor in Amsterdam, 846 in The 
Hague, 1,750 in Rotterdam, 663 in Groningen and 349 in Arn- 
heim, or 16,108 in a total Jewish population of these cities 
amounting to 72,378, that is, 22 per cent. — and this in Holland, 
one of the richest countries of the world. In 1898, the Jewish 
Colonization Association inquired into the social condition of 
709,248 Jewish families in Russia. Not less than 132,855 of 
them were so poor as to be obliged to apply for gratuitous azymes 
during the Passover festival, and 27.9 per cent, had to be classed 
among the dependent poor. In 1899, in Odessa, 1,880 Jewish 
funerals in 2,980 were free; in the same town, in 1902, no less 
than 48,500 out of 150,000—32.36 per cent. — of the Jewish pop- 
ulation had to appeal for coal in the winter. Still greater is the 
misery among the 880,183 Jews of Galicia, Austria, the majority 
of whom do not know in the morning whether their families will 
have even the scantiest meal at noon. The daily food of the 
better-situated classes there consists of potatoes, dry bread and a 
herring; two families with from one to five children each have 
very often to live in one little room without furniture, being 
forced to sleep on the damp floor. The average weekly income per 
family is five gulden, equal to two and a half dollars. 

These few items show that the economic status of the Jews is 
worse than their political position ; for, while 41.6 per cent, of the 
total Jewish population of the globe — i. e., the 4,400,000 Jews 
living in Austria-Hungary, Germany, Belgium, Denmark, France, 
Great Britain and its colonies, Italy, Switzerland and the United 
States — are treated, at least officially, by their respective Govern- 
ments upon a footing of equality with their non- Jewish fellow citi- 
zens, hardly 10 per cent, of the Jews can be classed among the 
well-to-do, while nearly 30 per cent, have to be counted among 
the poor. In spite, however, of their extreme poverty, nowhere 
do the Gentiles have the Jews on their pauper-list; for it is a 
point of honor for the 10 per cent, of well-to-do Hebrews to give 
willingly of their abundance to the 30 per cent, of their un- 
fortunate brethren. The history of the Jewish philanthropic in- 
stitutions throughout the world is, indeed, one of the most bril- 
liant chapters in the annals of Judaism. Isidore Singes. 



